


































































































































































































Observation

Explanation

A colony has built only a small
heartshape at the building
frame with acorn cups at the
bottom.

A sure sign of swarming, which will take place in
about a fortnight’s time - or the colony is queenless.

The edges of the building frame
cells are very much thicker
than usual.

There are not enough frames in the hive. A founda-
tion frame should be given.

The colony builds up its buil-
ding frame entirely with wor-
ker cells.

There is no longer any danger of swarming for this
particular year or else the queen has been replaced
without swarming.

Bees are building combs
everywhere paying no atten-
tion to the building frame foun-
dation.

The building frame has been badly replaced and the
distance between it and the frames of the brood nest
is greater than 10 mm.

The bees have withdrawn from
the window and occupy the
beeways at the bottom of the
frames.

The beekeeper has made an error. The glass pane of
the window has been badly replaced and lets air in or
the pane is too thin and allows heat to escape.

The colony is building wax nets
on the window pane of the
building frame.

This is a good quality colony.

A colony changes quickly from
building combs of large cells to
building combs of worker cells.

This is a quality colony and it will not have swarming
fever. )

The building frame is built up
in a single day and is comple-
tely filled with eggs.

Main flow. There is no longer any room in the brood
nest to satisfy the egg laying queen, wax foundations
should be given otherwise there is risk of swarming.
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Observation

Explanation

The building frame is built up
in a single day and is full of
liquid honey.

Main flow; remove that which is capped, give one or
more frames of foundation otherwise there is risk of
swarming.

Agitation (running around) on
the window of the building
frame.

The first few hours of queenlessness. Look at the hive
entrance; the bees are agitated and appear to be loo-
king for something.

Males are present at the buil-
ding frame window.

They have become useless and will soon be chased
from the hive.

Although there is no starter
strip of comb foundation, the
bees begin to build worker cells.

This comb must not be cut, one must wait for it to be
full of honey and capped. Use it as honey comb. It
could be that this is a prime swarm headed by a virgin
queen.
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Everything for the beekeeper

16 HIVES PATTERNS AND
MODELS:

mounted or not.

ALL THE BEST WOOD:

high altitude spruce-tree; slow
growth hence lasting; light despite
a 25 mm thickness; good natural
insulator.

ALL THE BEST QUALITY
MADE PRODUCTS:

the most rigid assembling (with
assembly studs) for the framework
and the supers as well as for the fast-
assembling frames (the frames inter-
lock without nails, glues, nor clamps).

ALL THE STAINLESS
STEEL BEEKEEPING
EQUIPMENT

47 types of extractors.

36, 38 rue du Commerce nx
74200 THONON LES BAINS
Haute Savoie - France
tél. (50) 71.03.22
télex 385417

Efficiency . Resistance . Competivity
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T.H. THORNE (Beehives) LTD

Registered Olffice:
BEEHIVE WORKS - WRAGBY - LINCOLN LN3 5LA
TELEPHONE: WRAGBY (0673) 858555

When you buy the best,
you not only get a better article,
you get it quicker &
you are fully satisfied.

—a

EE Robert Lee

(bee supplies) Ltd
UXBRIDGE s pp
Sole UK distributors of Ets THOMAS quality honey processing plant

For all yours beekeeping equipment
HELPFULL FRIENDLY DEPENDABLE

the finest equipment
the largest selection
the best value for money

FREE CATALOGUE ON REQUEST

High Street, Cowley, UXBRIDGE, Middlesex UB8 2BB
Telephone: UXBRIDGE (0895) 33181 & 35727
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